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Suggestions for teaching methods for "Environment" in
Childcare Contents based on "Experimental methods
to teach the mechanisms of science works"

NAKASHIMA Motoko and TATEYAMA Soichi

Childcare practices in daycare centers require a systematic understanding of
children's development, and records and evaluations play an important role in this process.
However, many on-site childcare workers are not good at making records, making it difficult to
look back and make improvements. Therefore, we conducted a training program in which the
weekly plan was used as an opportunity to reflect and link it to childcare practices. During the
training, participants reflected on the weekly plan using stickers. As a result, participants were
able to implement all of the content from the second week onward, and changes were observed
in the frequency and content of implementation. Previously, participants could only check the
implementation of group activities, and arts and crafts activities were put on the back burner.
However, with the use of stickers, participants were able to implement arts and crafts activities
within a set weekly schedule. In addition, content and episodes were connected, enabling them
to implement childcare practices in line with their objectives. In addition, the time required
for checking and visualizing records was reduced, and as a result, information sharing with the
director became smoother.

Key words : Records with stickers, Reflection, Nursery school teacher
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Forest Education Nurtured with the Community

— A Form of Learning Utilizing Nature —
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Forest Education Nurtured with the Community
—A Form of Learning Utilizing Nature—

NAKAO Ayako

This program aimed to provide children with opportunities to engage with nature
through forest education that utilizes local resources. The activities were structured based on

nons

four perspectives : "forest resources," "interaction,

"o

natural environment," and "regional culture,"
incorporating a variety of experiences such as stream play, woodworking, papermaking, forestry
experiences, playing with fallen leaves, and super ball making.

Survey results from participants indicated that children enjoyed discovering new things and
taking on challenges, which deepened their interest in nature. Additionally, interactions with
student staff helped alleviate their anxieties and facilitated their learning. For many, spending
time away from their parents became an opportunity for personal growth.

Through the implementation of this program, the significance of higher education institutions
collaborating with local communities to promote forest education has become evident. Moving
forward, we aim to continue these activities and support children's learning and development in
partnership with the local community.

Key words : Forest education, local resources, nature experience activities
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